
 

 

 

APPENDIX A  
 

AGENCY OUTREACH 



 

Providence Engineering and Environmental Group LLC 

WWW.PROVIDENCEENG.COM 
1375-001-001NG MRB Stakeholder Ltr 

 
November 4, 2020 
 
State Project No. H.013284 
Federal Aid Project No. H013284 
MRB South GBR: LA 1 to LA 30 Connector  
New Route 
Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, and West Baton Rouge Parish 
 
Subject:  Information Request for an Enhanced Planning Investigation of a New Mississippi River 

Crossing 
 
The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) has initiated an Enhanced Planning 
Investigation of a new crossing of the Mississippi River, to be located north of Louisiana Highway (LA) 70 
and south of I-10 river crossings, connecting LA 1 on the west side of the river to LA 30 on the east side of 
the river. The Atlas Team, of which Providence is a member, was selected to manage and complete this 
investigation. A map showing the project area is attached.  

 
The goal of the Enhanced Planning Investigation is to identify feasible corridor alternatives that meet the 
purpose and need of the project and includes defining a screening methodology for alternatives, stakeholder 
coordination, and human and natural environment impact identification. The preliminary purpose and need 
of the proposed project are to provide increased capacity and improved connectivity across the Mississippi 
River, and to provide an alternate route for emergency evacuations in response to incident-related closures.  
 
During this early phase of the Enhanced Planning Investigation, we are requesting information related to 
“showstopping” constraining resources known or managed by your organization. A showstopping constraint 
is one that in your opinion would not allow the project to be permitted or physically built.  

 
We request that you provide us with your views and comments by December 2, 2020. All comments should 
be addressed to:  
 

Jessica Keasler, AICP 
Providence Engineering and Environmental Group LLC 
1201 Main Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
JessicaKeasler@Providenceeng.com  

 
Alternatively, comments may be provided to DOTD directly by contacting Robert Lott at (225) 242-4504 or 
via email at Robert.Lott@la.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Jessica Keasler, AICP 
Providence Engineering and Environmental Group, LLC 

mailto:JessicaKeasler@Providenceeng.com
mailto:Robert.Lott@la.gov
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8TH COAST GUARD DISTRICT (NO) DISTRICT 
COMMANDER 
HALE BOGGS FEDERAL BUILDING 
500 POYDRAS ST 
NEW ORLEANS LA  70130 

 
U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE ONLINE 
USFWS SOV  
WWW.FWS.GOV/LAFAYETTE 
LAFAYETTE LA  70506 

 
USDA/NRCS 
STATE CONSERVATIONIST 
3737 GOVERNMENT ST 
ALEXANDRIA LA  71302 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY COE PROJECT 
LOCATION NEW ORLEANS D  
C/O STEPHEN PFEFFER, DOTD LIAISON  
NEW ORLEANS LA 70160-0267 

 
USEPA REGION 6 
1201 ELM ST 
DALLAS TX  75270 

 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE RECREATION & 
TOURISM CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT     
P O BOX 44247 
BATON ROUGE LA  70804 

EAST BATON ROUGE 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
PLANNING DIRECTOR 
P O BOX 1471 
BATON ROUGE LA  70821 

 
DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY EMAIL 
LETTERS SOV'S TO LINDA.HARDY@LA.GOV 
EMAIL: LINDA.HARDY@LA.GOV 
BATON ROUGE LA  70802 

 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE RECREATION & 
TOURISM STATE PARKS  
P O BOX 44426 
BATON ROUGE LA  70804 

DEPT OF WILDLIFE & FISHERIES LA. 
NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM  
P O BOX 98000 
BATON ROUGE LA  70898 

 
LA. DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES  
OFFICE OF CONSERVATION 
P O BOX 94275 
BATON ROUGE LA  70804-9275 

 
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION STATE LAND 
OFFICE 
P O BOX 44124 
BATON ROUGE LA  70804 

ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT 
CHRISTY JEWELL 
P 0 BOX 170 
PORT ALLEN LA  707067-0170 

 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MARINE 
FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS) 
HABITAT CONSERVATION DIVISION 
5757 CORPORATE BLVD SUITE 375 
BATON ROUGE, LA  70808 

 
PONTCHARTRAIN LEVEE DISTRICT 
MONICA GORMAN 
P O BOX 426  
LUTCHER LA  70071 

LAFOURCHE BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT 
DONALD HENRY 
P O BOX 670 
VACHERIE LA  70090 

 

ASCENSION PARISH PLANNING AND ZONING 
COMMISSION   
JEROME FOURNIER, DIRECTOR 
615 E WORTHEY ST  
GONZALES, LA 70737 

 

ASCENSION PARISH PLANNING AND ZONING 
COMMISSION   
LANCE BROCK, ZONING OFFICIAL 
615 E WORTHEY ST  
GONZALES, LA 70737 

RANDALL DUNN 
IBERVILLE PARISH PLANNING COMMISSION  
P.O. BOX 389 
PLAQUEMINE, LA  70765 

 

WEST BATON ROUGE PLANNING AND 
ZONING COMMISSION  
JOHN TILTON, III CHAIRMAN 
7121 N. RIVER ROAD  
PORT ALLEN, LA  70767 

 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY & EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  
7667 INDEPENDENCE BLVD. 
BATON ROUGE, LA  70806 

CITY PARISH EBR 
DEPT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
SHANE NICHOLAS 
P O BOX 1471 
BATON ROUGE LA  70821 

 

SAM DIGIROLAMO 
LIVINGSTON PARISH DEPARTMENT OF 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  
P.O. BOX 998 
LIVINGSTON, LA  70754 

  

 
  
 

 

   
 

 

  

  DRAFT LIST AS OF 11/4/2020   

mailto:LINDA.HARDY@LA.GOV
mailto:LINDA.HARDY@LA.GOV


JOI{N BEL EDWARDS
COVERNOR Stste of TLsufgtsns

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
OFFICE OF CONSERVATION

THOMAS F. HARRIS
SECRETARY

RICHARD P. IEYOUB
COMMISSIONER OF' CONSERVATION

December 7 ,2020

TO: Providence Engineering and Environmental Group, LLC
Ms. Jessica Keasler
120i Main Street

Baton Rouge, LA 70801

RE: Solicitation of Views
F.A.P. H.013284
MRB South GBR: LA I to LA 30 Connecror
Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville and West Baton Rouge Parishes

Dear Ms. Keasler:

In response to your letter dated November 16, 2020, concerning the referenced
tnatter, please be advised that the Office of Conservation collects and maintains many types
of information regarding oil and gas exploration, production, distribution, and other data
relative to the petroleum industry as well as related and non-related injection well
information, surface mining and ground water information and other natural resource
related data. Most inforrnation concerning oil, gas and injection wells for any given area of
the state, including the subjectarea of your letter can be obtained through records search
via the SONzuS data access application available at:

http ://www.dnr. I ouisiana. gov

A review of our computer records for the referenced project area indicates that there
are oil, gas or injection wells located in the project area. The DNR water well database
indicates that there are also registered water wells located in the vicinity of the project area.
Additionally, it is possible that unregistered water wells may be located in the area.



F.A.P. H.013284 Page Two

The Office of Conservation maintains records of all activities within its jurisdiction
in paper, microfilm or electronic forrnat. These records may be accessed during normal
business hours, Monday through Friday, except on State holidays or emergencies that
require the Office to be closed. Please call225-342-5540 for specific contact inforrnation
or for directions to the Office of Conservation, located in the LaSalle Building, 617 North
Third Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. For pipelines and other underground hazards, please
contact Louisiana One Call at 1-800-272-3020 prior to commencing operations. Should
you need to direct your inquiry to any of our Divisions, you may use the following contact
information:

Division Contact
Engineering Carrie Wiebelt
Pipeline Steven Giambrone
Injection & Mining Byron Ebner
Geological Reid Bohlinger
Environmental Gary Snellgrove

E-rnail Address
carri e. wi eb elt@la. gov

steven. giambrone@la. gov
byron.ebner@|a.gov

rei d. b ohl in ger @la. gov

gary. snellgrove@la. gov

Phone No
225-342-9380

22s-342-2989
225-342-4286

225-342-0362
225-342-7222

If you have difficulty in accessing the data via the referenced website because of
computer related issues, you may obtain assistance from our technical support section by
selecting Help on the SONRIS tool bar and submitting an email describing your problems
and including a telephone number where you may be reached.

Sincerely,

Richard P. Iey
Commissioner of Cons

RPI:RWB

Post Office Box 9427 5 o Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-927 5 o 617 North Third Street o 9th Floor o Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802
(22 5) 3 42- 5 540 o Fax (225) 3 42-8 I 99 o www. dnr. state. la. us/conservarion

An Equal Opportunity Employer

on
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Jessica Keasler

From: Hodges, Joe A <joe_hodges@fws.gov> on behalf of Lafayette ES, FW4 <lafayette@fws.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, December 9, 2020 4:28 PM
To: Jessica Keasler
Subject: [E] Re: [EXTERNAL] State Project No. H.013284

Good afternoon, 
 
Threatened and endangered species and/or their designated critical habitats may be located within the study 
area. You can perform an IPaC review to determine potential presence of T&E species or their respective 
habitats and potential impacts as a result of future project activities. To perform an IPaC review, you would go 
to the IPaC website, create an account, and start a project review. 
 
I'll provide a link to the IPaC website below. Let me know if you have any questions. 
 
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ 
 
Thanks, 
 
Joe A. Hodges 
 

From: Jessica Keasler <jessicakeasler@providenceeng.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 19, 2020 1:52 PM 
To: Lafayette ES, FW4 <lafayette@fws.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] State Project No. H.013284  
  
  

 This email has been received from outside of DOI ‐ Use caution before clicking on links, opening attachments, or 
responding.   

 

Please find the attached stakeholder letter for New Route between LA 1 to LA 30 across Mississippi River. 
  
Thanks, 
Jessica 
  
  

Jessica Rury Keasler, AICP 
Site Evaluation Remediation Director 
JessicaKeasler@Providenceeng.com   
Main:   225‐766‐7400 ext. 233 
Cell:     225‐771‐9065 
Fax:      225‐766‐7440 
www.providenceeng.com 
1201 Main Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
  
Feedback drives our success. Please let us know how we’re doing by completing our 2020 Performance Survey. 
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email is intended for the person to whom it is addressed and may contain certain information that is privileged or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the 
intended recipient (s), you are notified that the dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message is strictly prohibited. If you receive this message in error, please notify the sender and delete from your 
computer. Thank you.  
  
  



 

 

 
December 11, 2020 
 
 
Jessica Keasler, AICP 
Providence Engineering and Environmental Group, LLC 
1201 Main Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
 
 
Re: State Project H.013284 
 MRB South GBR: LA 1 to LA 30 Connector 
 Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, and West Baton Rouge Parishes 
 
 
Dear Ms. Keasler, 
 
This is in response to your submittal received by our office on November 17, 2020 regarding the above 
referenced project. At this stage of the project, our office cannot offer any “showstopping” constraints 
given the scope of the investigation area. There are numerous eligible archaeological sites and structures 
along both banks of the Mississippi River within the study area. In order to offer “showstopping” 
constraints, we would need more information regarding project alternatives. Our office will be able to 
offer additional comments once project alternatives are determined.  
 
Regardless of the project location, our office would recommend a Phase I cultural resources survey of 
both the terrestrial and marine APEs once the location is chosen. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Rachel Watson at rwatson@crt.la.gov or Abigail Bleichner at 
ableichner@crt.la.gov.   
 
  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kristin Sanders 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rwatson@crt.la.gov
mailto:ableichner@crt.la.gov






















 
December 17, 2020 

 
Ms. Jessica Keasler, AICP 
Providence Engineering and Environmental Group LLC 
1201 Main Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70801 
 
Dear Ms. Keasler: 
 
We have received your November 16, 2020, letter requesting our evaluation of the potential 
environmental impacts which might result from the following project: 
     
Propose New Crossing of Mississippi River, Located N. of LA 70 and S. of I-10 River 
Crossings, Connecting LA 1 on the W. Side of River to LA 30 on the E. Side of River, MRB 
South GBR: LA 1 to LA 30 Connector, STP No. H.013284, FAP No. H013284 /// General 
Area Only: Plaquemine, River Road (30.254923, -91.117742), Possible Several Parishes for 
Consideration: Ascension, East Baton Rouge, Iberville, and West Baton Rouge Parishes, LA 
 
The project funded by the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD), 
is located on the Southern Hills aquifer system which has been designated a sole source aquifer 
(SSA) by the EPA. Based on the information provided for the project, we have determined that 
the project, as proposed, should not have an adverse effect on the quality of the ground water 
underlying the project site.   
 
This approval of the proposed project does not relieve the applicant from adhering to other State 
and Federal requirements, which may apply. This approval is based solely upon the potential 
impact to the quality of ground water as it relates to the EPA’s authority pursuant to Section 
1424(e) of the Safe Drinking Water Act. 
 
EPA intends to evaluate and respond to all projects submitted for formal review or evaluation 
purposes within forty-five (45) calendar days, from the Stamped Date the project is received by 
the EPA. However, if EPA is unable to complete its review within that timeframe, no assumption  
of a determination of a lack of impacts can be made. EPA acknowledges our approval is not 
required by law for the project to proceed with funding. 
 
If you did not include the parish, project description, project location, area map, plat or the federal 
funding agency, please do so in future SSA correspondence. 
 
If you have any questions on this letter or the SSA program please contact me at (214) 665-8485. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: Robert Lott, LA DOTD 
 Jesse Means, LDEQ 
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Date:   December 17, 2020 
 
FYI:    We have moved and have a New Address & Mail Code, please see below. 
 
Omar T. Martinez, Environmental Scientist 
Sole Source Aquifer Program Coordinator 
Ground Water/UIC Section (Mail Code: WDDG) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
1201 Elm Street, Suite 500 
Dallas, Texas 75270 




